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"See them set ablaze my mom".Baby Gouri cried out, petrified. Paying ears to Baby Gouri's
bewail ,the audience got flabbergasted.

That baby has grown up today and has become a fashion designer. The baby's mom,Smt.Jaya,
mastered variegated art forms and and in furtherance ,adorned the stages which witnessed her
spectacular performances, to say the least.

Let's put our spotlight on this week's talent.

Jayasree.C.G

State Bank of India,
Athirampuzha Branch
Kottayam District.

Jaya was born at Kumbalam, a small village in Ernakulam district,to Shri PS Gokulan and Smt. KK
Thankam, a teacher couple.

Late P S Gokulan served as Headmaster at RPMHS, Kumbalam and Smt Thankam served as
teacher at RPMLPS. Jaya, after completing her schooling in Kumbalam, studied at Secret Heart



College, Thevara ,Maharaja's College, Ernakulam and St. Joseph's College, Ernakulam. BEd ,MSC
in mathematics,M. B. A and a Post Diploma in Counseling adds to her laurels.

At school and college she used to participate in literature related competitions, debates and
sports.

Jaya completed her B.Ed course, thanks to her parents' divination that she would pursue their
footsteps to become a teacher. Her deviant attempt, being heedful of getting through BSBSR
came to fruition when she ventured into banking sector in 1987.

She worked at the Kozhikode Main Branch of State Bank of Travancore in clerical cadre.

Sunil Devadatta alias Sunil KP walks down the memory lane. " That was the time when | was a
noted representative of Union at the bank. Our's was a love marriage and by 1991,our son
Gautam was born.Jaya,the adopted daughter of Kozhikode became the countenance of cultural
events of the bank".

It was the time when her colleague, Mr Mohandas who was the proprietor of the Amateur
Drama College,' Aniyara' embarked on his theatrical ventures.

It was also the time when the triumphant journey of Kozhikode started at SBT Bankfests.

A group of young bankers and S. Harishankar (who worked with SBT / SBI and later became
Chairman & MD of Allahabad and Punjab-Sind Banks; now retired) vitalized the team.

Jaya played the role of mother in PM Taj's play 'Kutukka'.The rehearsals at that time beheld
dusk to midnight.It served as a precedent to Baby Gautam to unfurl his wings of creativity.

Kozhikode's drama team outsmarted all the monopolies and remained undefeated. One day, SK
Nair, the then Sports division Manager of SBT who was also the Honorary Secretary of BCCl back
then, put across an opportunity to the Kozhikode team to represent SBT in the IBA Interbank
drama Competition hosted in Manipal.

It was a leap into the wider national theater. The plays performed in the national theaters at
that time became the face of drama and gained massive recognition.

Jaya won the Best Actress Award for her performance in the drama 'Karutha Pakshiyude Pattu’

at the IBA's competition hosted in Goa. There is a scene where the heroine is set afire on stage
.Baby Gauri saw the scene and cried out.Please refrain from burning my mother."She implored.
The audience was stunned in the first instance and then ensued a loud round of applause.Shri.

KTP Unnikrishnan ( retired) won the Best Actor award.

Smt.Jaya won the Best Actress award and stood first in Mono Act and Fancy Dress competitions
at the SBI fest for three consecutive years.

The dramas 'Kutukka', '‘Karutha Pakshiyude Pattu’, 'Innedath Innavan' and 'Black Friday' gained
significant recognition among the masses.A solo drama which centred around the consolation
for those with suicidal tendencies, was played at Town Hall in Kozhikode and garnered wide
attention.

Ms Jaya was got recognition as a Grade Artist of All India Radio, Kozhikode and she became a



part of several radio plays.

After serving in SBT Kozhikode Main and Palayam Branches, she got promoted to Officer Cadre
and worked at Arukutty, Kuthiyathodu, RASMECCC, Thrissur.

Her stint as a Faculty at the SBT Staff Training Center, Edappally provided an opportunity to
teach banking subjects and learn new lessons of Behavioral Science.

After completing several courses from various colleges of the State Bank she served as Faculty at
SBT / SBI Learning Center, Poojappura.She is presently working as Chief Manager in
Athirampuzha Branch,Kottayam since May 2018.

Shri Sunil Devadattam has already completed his service at SBT and SBI, having voluntarily
retired from the services of the bank and is pursuing his preferred vocations as Freelance
Trainer in HRD and Quizzer.

His son, Gautam, graduated from Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala with a law
degree and did MBA in Human Resources Management from TISS, Mumbai, after completing his
studies in Japan.. Gautam, who is widely acclaimed as a debater, blogger and quizzer works as
an H R Consultant at Deloitte.

Gouri grew up as a singer and dancer. She graduated from NIFT, Delhi with a degree in Fashion
designing and is working as a designer at Aditya Birla in Bangalore.

Jayasree sets aside time for yoga, gardening, and in-depth reading.

She is an excellent organizer and frontrunner for various cultural projects.

She organized 'Chingappulari' -a learning program in collaboration with the College of
Agriculture for the students of SBI Learning Centre.

Asked about future plans Smt. Jayasree replied.

"To prioritize my thoughts on Amateur drama and a school for the underprivileged."

Smt Jaya and Shri Sunil won recognition at Surya TV's reality show-'Sreeman Sreemathi'

They strike balance between their work and life judiciously by prioritizing things astutely. Rather
than imposing their desires on their children they have made it a point to provide an

environment for them to learn and grow.

Talented Bankers community wishes Smt. Jayasree and Shri Sunil all the best for the future
endeavours.May you explore heights and success be with you always.



